The GROVIAN
Doll Museum
By Michael Canadas

This darling Bebe Bru Jeune 4 is known at The
Grovian as our “Salvation Army Bru.” No, we didn’t
ﬁnd her there, but someone did years ago before
she made her way to us. We know for a fact that
she has helped out charities on two separate
occasions during her life. When you visit us, we
promise that we will ﬁll you in on her entire life story.

he story of The Grovian Doll Museum, founded in 2014, is
inextricably linked to the history of Carmel Doll Shop, founded
in 1989, but it wasn’t until 2008, when a ﬂooded basement, of all
things, acted as a catalyst for change in that history.
First of all, basements are fairly unusual to ﬁnd in California. They
are not commonplace components of houses and commercial structures
like in many parts of the country. But we would imagine that the
ﬂooding of them is certainly not an unusual event, wherever they may
be found. The standing water in ours, located below Carmel Doll Shop,
in Carmel, California, was almost a foot deep when we discovered it,
caused by an adjacent hair salon that was also a tenant in the charming,
tree-lined and ﬂower-ﬁlled courtyard that housed our doll shop.
Naturally, the deluge occurred on a Saturday – a bit of happy timing –
if you happen to be a plumber.
Because we were merely renters in the idyllic courtyard, we
immediately called our landlord for help with the soggy situation in
the basement, because after all, it was their pipe that had burst. But

Arguably, the single most important doll in The Grovian Doll
Museum is also the most important doll in American history,
none other than Miss Rose Percy. As Rose winds down her
extensive travel schedule of years past, she looks forward to
many more future events, of the intimate variety, at The Grovian.
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The Grovian is lucky to serve as the home for several Bebe Bru
examples. Shown here is our size 14, along with our size 5, who
remains in all original boutique condition. She even came to us
wearing the very rare to ﬁnd Bebe Bru brass medallion around her
neck. Actually, two of our Brus are fortunate to have retained their
medallions. The two girls pose here with a very cute bisque “Alley
Dog” from Georgene Averill.

Yes, we have French fashion examples at The Grovian! Many of our
dolls retain spectacular original gowns, such as these two poupee
Parisiennes from the Bru ﬁrm.

alas, I soon was reminded by the voice on the phone why
they are called land-LORDS. There was no apology. There
was no “Oh that’s terrible, we will send someone to take care
of it.” We got, “Why does this always have to happen on the
weekend?” With that response seeming to be all the reaction
we were going to get, we set about dealing with the situation
ourselves. We drained and cleaned up the basement on our
own, salvaging what we could.
After over twenty years of renting shop space in Carmel,
including paying the taxes and insurance on someone else’s
property, the lack of service we received on the part of the
property owner on this occasion was really the last straw. I
made up my mind that we just had to own our own building,
and soon.
Now David Robinson, my partner, has a very hard time
with accepting change. He completely ignored my relentless
chanting of “We need to own our own building.” Men are
great at that. But, one day not too long after the wet basement
incident, our very ﬁrst doll friend, Judi, who also happens to
be a doll collector/client, came into the shop for a visit. We
were having a chat about things in general, and the subject
of her rental properties came up in the conversation. She

A very special Bebe Bru example, one complete with Asian
modeling and coloring, is known to us as “Cho Cho San.” A fairly
recent addition to the Grovian collection, she is displayed in a
large cabinet that houses “Beautiful Children.” Cho Cho San has
been placed in our “around the world” section within the cabinet.
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You might recognize “Mademoiselle Marie” as a past cover
girl of Antique Doll Collector magazine. At this moment, Marie
is displayed in a case all of her own, as she and her large
assortment of circa 1868 dresses, require a lot of space.
Below: Dolls complete with provenance are always a special
treat to acquire, and this tri-colored eye Bru Smiler is one
such doll. She was once a part of the family that made all of
the hats for the Leon Casimir Bru ﬁrm. Lucky for us, she is in
a state of near perfect condition – and so is her hat.

revealed that one of her buildings, in neighboring
Paciﬁc Grove, had been just rented at super low price.
I chastised her for not letting me know about it, and
then she said the magic words, “What I really want to
do is to sell that property, but I just signed the tenant
to a lease.” I was intrigued.
That night, David and I drove over and pressed
our faces up to the windows of the newly-rented-tosomeone-else building. We then waited a year for the
lease to run out and when it did, Judi and I went to a
nice lunch/business meeting at the Little Swiss Café,
a local Carmel dining institution. We made a deal
over Swedish pancakes (yes, Swedish pancakes at the
Little Swiss Café, which is owned by a Dutch family)
in less then ﬁve minutes. The agreement to purchase
the historic Angwin Building, located at 213 Forest
Avenue in Paciﬁc Grove, California, was sealed with a
handshake and a kiss on the cheek.
Later, back at the shop, poor longsuﬀering David
Robinson had to cope with the deal I just made, but I
knew that he was secretly happy, as no one loves an
improvement project more than he does. Since the
building was originally constructed in 1902, it seemed
a very good ﬁt for the types of things that we sell, and
besides, we both harbor a deep love for old houses,
and old buildings.
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We, and our remodeling project, soon became
the talk of Paciﬁc Grove, as we soon learned that
there hadn’t been a large-scale restoration of a
major building in the town in years.
With the front windows papered over, we could
overhear the talk of the passersby, discussing the
impending use of the storefront. It was all quite
interesting, as people love to talk, and one thing we
remember hearing over and over, was that there
was a doll museum opening in the space. In all
honesty, we had not planned that “museum” aspect
of our new business location, but one day while
David was coming in the front door, a nice lady
asked him when the doll museum was opening.
David related the story to me and then said, “We
have a doll collection and we now have the space,
why not a boutique antique doll museum?” By the
way, those of you who know David, also know that
he doesn’t say or promise things that he cannot
deliver on.
The ground ﬂoor of 213 Forest Avenue
encompasses 2700 square feet, of which 900 square
feet was set aside for the Carmel Doll Shop and
our spacious oﬃce, while the remaining space
is utilized by a packing room and the museum
display space. We call our facility a “boutique
museum” because of its small size, which consists
of three areas that we have named the “Long Hall,”
the “Rose Room” and the “Gold Room,” of which
the latter is the largest room that also doubles as
a theater during events. The Gold Room can hold
approximately 40 people for theater seating and 28
for sit-down dining. There is also a small, yet very
workable catering kitchen in the museum area.
Above, in a fashion doll
from the innovative and
proliﬁc Eugene Barrois
ﬁrm, we have yet
another of the portraits
of the last surviving
monarch of France,
Empress Eugenie.
Left: We don’t claim to
be the biggest, or best
boutique doll museum
in the world, so with
that in mind, we are
deﬁnitely working on
certain areas. We
are weak when it
comes to china doll
examples, so this wee
Victoria with exposed
ears, brown hair and
trunk full of wonderful
miniature clothing,
is a very welcome
recent addition.
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Above: In honor of the Chinese pioneers that
helped build the great state of California, especially
our railroads, we have assembled a lovely
collection of Door of Hope dolls at The Grovian.
We love these dolls in particular as they are
storytellers, and aren’t museums supposed to be
about telling stories?
Left: One of the newest French fashion additions
in the museum is this extremely rare to ﬁnd doll by
Marie Emanuel Cruchet. Very few of this painted-eye
model exist in the world today, nary a handful we
would expect, and she is certainly something to see!
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All of the museum space is utilized
for daily business operation purposes
Monday through Friday, as the Carmel
Doll Shop is the underwriter of the notfor-proﬁt Grovian Doll Museum. In other
words, our Carmel Doll Shop photography
and web design takes place in the museum
area during the week.
At this time, The Grovian Doll Museum
acts as an added attraction to those who
attend our antique doll-related events,
as the museum is not currently open
on a regular basis to the general public.
Single-day themed educational luncheons
and sewing instruction workshops that
last 3 days or more, have proven to be
quite popular and average a 70% return
rate. The sewing workshops utilize dolls
or original garments from The Grovian
collections as inspiration for various
projects, and in upcoming workshops, we
are having special fabrics custom-created,
based on those from our historic costume
collection.

The special events are a way for us to help educate,
and entertain, the doll collecting public, plus they help
raise funds that, in some cases, are given to various
charitable organizations that we, and The Grovian’s
Board of Directors, believe in.
Speaking of the collection, at this point visitors can
expect to see rare and superb French fashion dolls plus
their furnishings and accessories, French bebes, German
dolls including characters, early woodens, waxes,
papier-mâchés, chinas, and rare, early paper dolls. One
can also see Max and Moritz live and in person, along
with many Max and Moritz ephemeral items, plus
countless dolls that have been featured in antique doll
magazines through the years. In fact, over twenty of our
dolls have appeared on the cover of this very magazine!
One aspect of the collection that amazes us is the
amount of dolls with original provenance that The
Grovian possesses. Among them is a wooden doll that
belonged to a descendent of King James II, while yet
another doll originally belonged to the daughter of the
ﬁrst president of the Republic of France. The crowning
jewel in this realm however, must be Miss Rose Percy, as
not only is Rose historic, she is still making history.
The displays in the museum keep growing as we
continue to add cabinets, but it is somewhat of a slow
process however, as we pay as we go, and we light
the cabinets with expensive, state of the art, LED
illumination in order to protect the collection. Further,
the changing of the displays typically revolves around
the timing and frequency of our themed events.

Simon and Halbig created this wee child for the French market – note her
super rare twill over composition body. Complete with a French trunk and a
variety of clothing, she is one of the most coveted dolls in the collection.

Housed in a cabinet in the Rose Room, the exhibit room nearest
the kitchen (where all of the action is during our events,) is our
“kitchen doll” – a masterpiece by Albert Marque, and one of the
stars of The Grovian collection.
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Above: “Dorothy” is a Kestner 214, but she is not just any
ordinary German child. Complete with a provenance dating
from Christmas Day in 1910, we are the second owners of this
charming doll, and she has quite a story to share.
Left: Lenci examples are deﬁnitely a growing population in The
Grovian collection. We proudly display several mint 300 Series
dolls, and even a rare Rudolph Valentino, but it is a magniﬁcent,
early, Portuguese Singer that we are sharing here. This colorful
example stands just over 30” in height.

Lastly, several visitors to Carmel Doll Shop have
asked why our boutique museum is named “The
Grovian Doll Museum.” The answer is simple;
the museum is intended to be a gift of sorts to the
city of Paciﬁc Grove, whose residents are known
as “Pagrovians.” There has always existed a polite
rivalry between the cities of Carmel (its residents
known as Carmelites) and Paciﬁc Grove, and since
our business is named “Carmel Doll Shop” but
doing business in Paciﬁc Grove, it was our hope that
some residents could see “The Grovian” moniker as
somewhat of a peace oﬀering.
Whatever the name, it is our sincere wish that
the readers of Antique Doll Collector magazine will
consider this introduction to The Grovian Doll
Museum as an invitation to visit. All are most
certainly welcome.
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